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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR ISSUING
COMMANDS TO APPLICATIONS BASED ON
CONTEXTUAL INFORMATION

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority on U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation Ser. No. 61/292,818, filed Jan. 6, 2010, entitled “Sys-
tem and Method for Issuing Commands to Applications
Based on Contextual Information,” which is incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety.

This application is related to U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 12/566,660, filed Sep. 24, 2009, which application is
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This application is related to a system and a method for
providing on-screen soft keyboard services to an application
executing on multifunction device, for example a mobile
phone that has a touch-sensitive display and is configured to
provide enhanced keyboard services to third party applica-
tions executed by the device.

BACKGROUND

Some electronic devices (e.g., a mobile phone, a portable
game console, etc.) provide a user interface that includes an
on-screen keyboard (also called a soft keyboard) that allows a
user to enter text into the user interface by touching virtual
keys displayed on a touch-sensitive display device (some-
times called a touch screen display). Typically, the on-screen
keyboard is a system keyboard that is provided by the oper-
ating system of the electronic device. In addition to providing
the system keyboard, the operating system of the electronic
device handles text manipulation events (e.g., insert, delete,
select and replace commands) received from the system key-
board and provides enhanced keyboard functions such as
spell checking When a third-party application requires text
input from a user, the third-party receives information and/or
commands from the system keyboard provided by the oper-
ating system of the electronic device. Unfortunately, the
enhanced keyboard functions provided by the operating sys-
tem often require contextual information, such as text (or
other symbols) positioned before and/or after the current text
or cursor position, and therefore the enhanced keyboard func-
tions are not available to third-party applications that store
contextual information in storage locations that unknown to
the operating system, and/or that store contextual information
in a manner (e.g., using data structures, formats, metadata, or
the like) unknown to the operating system.

SUMMARY OF DISCLOSED EMBODIMENTS

To address the aforementioned deficiencies, some embodi-
ments provide a system, computer readable storage medium
including instructions, and a computer-implemented method
for issuing commands from a control application to a second
application (e.g., a third-party application) based on contex-
tual information received from the second application. In
these embodiments, the control application provides
enhanced keyboard functions (i.e., functions other than sim-
ply delivery of single keystroke commands) to the second
application. In some embodiments, the control application
receives an indication that a text manipulation event has
occurred in a user interface of the second application. Next,
the control application queries the second application to
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2

obtain contextual information established by the second
application prior to the event, the contextual information
providing context to the text manipulation event that occurred
in the user interface of the second application. The control
application then issues one or more commands to the second
application based on the contextual information providing
context to the text manipulation event.

In some embodiments, in response to the querying by the
control application, the second application determines the
contextual information providing context to the text manipu-
lation event and responds to the querying by the control
application by providing the contextual information provid-
ing context to the text manipulation event that occurred in the
user interface of the second application.

In some embodiments, the second application determines
the contextual information providing context to the text
manipulation event by determining a text direction associated
with a logical location of the text manipulation event and
determining boundaries of a predetermined text unit that
includes the text associated with the logical location of the
text manipulation event based on the text direction.

In some embodiments, in response to the issuing of the one
or more commands by the control application, the second
application executes the one or more commands issued by the
control application.

In some embodiments, the contextual information relating
to the text manipulation event includes a logical location and
a predetermined unit of text relating to the text manipulation
event.

In some embodiments, the predetermined unit of text is
selected from the group consisting of a character, a word, a
sentence, a paragraph, a line of text, a section of a document,
and a document.

In some embodiments, the logical location of the text
manipulation event is selected from the group consisting of a
point between two characters in the user interface of the
second application and a range including one or more char-
acters that is selected in the user interface of the second
application.

In some embodiments, a respective query from the control
application requesting the contextual information of the text
manipulation event includes a physical location of the text
manipulation event in the user interface of the second appli-
cation, and the logical location of the text manipulation event
corresponding to the physical location.

In some embodiments, the text manipulation event is
selected from the group consisting of an insertion of one or
more characters, a deletion one or more characters, a selection
of one or more characters, and a deselection of one or more
characters.

In some embodiments, the control application determines
the one or more commands based on the contextual informa-
tion, which provides context to the text manipulation event,
prior to issuing one or more commands to the second appli-
cation.

In some embodiments, the control application determines
that the contextual information and text manipulation event
indicate a sequence of characters that represent a single char-
acter. Next, the control application determines one or more
single characters from a plurality of possible single characters
based on the contextual information and text manipulation
event. The control application then generates one or more
commands for instructing the second application to display,
for user selection, the one or more single characters from the
plurality of possible single characters.

In some embodiments, the control application determines
that the contextual information and text manipulation event
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indicate a sequence of characters that represent a potentially
misspelled word. Next, the control application determines
one or more words from a plurality of possible words that
represent a correct spelling of the potentially misspelled
word. The control application then generates one or more
commands for instructing the second application to display,
for user selection, the one or more words from the plurality of
possible words.

In some embodiments, the control application determines
that the contextual information and text manipulation event
indicate a sequence of characters that represent a portion of a
word. Next, the control application determines one or more
candidate words from a plurality of possible words deter-
mined in accordance with the portion of the word. The control
application then generates one or more commands for
instructing the second application to display, for user selec-
tion, the one or more candidate words.

In some embodiments, the control application receives the
text manipulation event in the user interface of the second
application.

In some embodiments, the second application notifies the
control application that contextual information obtained by
the control application from the second application can no
longer be relied upon by the control application.

In some embodiments, the second application notifies the
control application that a selection of text in the second appli-
cation has changed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a user interface of a
device, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 2 is ablock diagram illustrating a device, according to
some embodiments.

FIG. 3A is a block diagram illustrating exemplary compo-
nents of an event handling system, according to some
embodiments.

FIG. 3B is a block diagram illustrating an event handler,
according to some embodiments.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary device,
according to some embodiments.

FIG. 5A is a block diagram illustrating a control applica-
tion receiving a text manipulation event, according to some
embodiments.

FIG. 5B is a block diagram illustrating a control applica-
tion querying an application for contextual information,
according to some embodiments.

FIG. 5C is a block diagram illustrating a control applica-
tion issuing commands to an application, according to some
embodiments.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a method for issuing commands to
an application based on contextual information, according to
some embodiments.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of a method for determining contex-
tual information that provides context to a text manipulation
event, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a method for determining com-
mands to be sent to an application when the contextual infor-
mation and text manipulation event indicate that a sequence
of characters represent a single character, according to some
embodiments.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of a method for determining com-
mands to be sent to an application when the contextual infor-
mation and text manipulation event indicate that a sequence
of'characters represent a potentially misspelled word, accord-
ing to some embodiments.
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4

FIG. 10 is a flowchart of a method for determining com-
mands to be sent to an application when the contextual infor-
mation and text manipulation event indicate that a sequence
of characters represent a portion of a word, according to some
embodiments.

Like reference numerals refer to corresponding parts
throughout the drawings.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Some embodiments provide a system, computer readable
storage medium including instructions, and a computer-
implemented method for allowing a third-party application
executing on a device to receive enhanced keyboard services.
In these embodiments, a control application of the device
provides the enhanced keyboard services to the third-party
application by issuing commands from the control applica-
tion to the third-party application based on contextual infor-
mation received from the third-party application. These
embodiments are described in detail below.

Reference will now be made in detail to embodiments,
examples of which are illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings. In the following detailed description, numerous specific
details are set forth in order to provide a thorough understand-
ing of the present invention. However, it will be apparent to
one of ordinary skill in the art that the present invention may
be practiced without these specific details. In other instances,
well-known methods, procedures, components, circuits, and
networks have not been described in detail so as not to unnec-
essarily obscure aspects of the embodiments.

It will also be understood that, although the terms first,
second, etc. may be used herein to describe various elements,
these elements should not be limited by these terms. These
terms are only used to distinguish one element from another.
For example, a first contact could be termed a second contact,
and, similarly, a second contact could be termed a first con-
tact, without departing from the scope of the present inven-
tion. The first contact and the second contact are both con-
tacts, but they are not the same contact.

The terminology used in the description of the invention
herein is for the purpose of describing particular embodi-
ments only and is not intended to be limiting of the invention.
As used in the description of the invention and the appended
claims, the singular forms “a”, “an” and “the” are intended to
include the plural forms as well, unless the context clearly
indicates otherwise. It will also be understood that the term
“and/or” as used herein refers to and encompasses any and all
possible combinations of one or more of the associated listed
items. It will be further understood that the terms “includes,”
“including,” “comprises,” and/or “comprising,” when used in
this specification, specify the presence of stated features,
integers, steps, operations, elements, and/or components, but
do not preclude the presence or addition of one or more other
features, integers, steps, operations, elements, components,
and/or groups thereof.

As used herein, the term “if” may be construed to mean
“when” or “upon” or “in response to determining” or “in
response to detecting,” depending on the context. Similarly,
the phrase “if it is determined” or “if [a stated condition or
event] is detected” may be construed to mean “upon deter-
mining” or “in response to determining” or “upon detecting
[the stated condition or event]|” or “in response to detecting
[the stated condition or event],” depending on the context.

Embodiments of computing devices, user interfaces for
such devices, and associated processes for using such devices
are described. In some embodiments, the computing device is
a portable communications device, such as a mobile tele-
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phone, that also contains other functions, such as PDA and/or
music player functions. Exemplary embodiments of portable
multifunction devices include, without limitation, the
iPhone® and iPod Touch® devices from Apple Inc. of Cuper-
tino, Calif. Other portable devices, such as laptops or tablet
computers with touch-sensitive surfaces (e.g., touch screen
displays and/or touch pads), may also be used. It should also
be understood that, in some embodiments, the device is not a
portable communications device, but is a desktop computer
with a touch-sensitive surface (e.g., a touch screen display
and/or a touch pad).

In the discussion that follows, a computing device that
includes a display and a touch-sensitive surface is described.
It should be understood, however, that the computing device
may include one or more other physical user-interface
devices, such as a physical keyboard, a mouse and/or a joy-
stick.

The device supports a variety of applications, such as one
or more of the following: a drawing application, a presenta-
tion application, a word processing application, a website
creation application, a disk authoring application, a spread-
sheet application, a gaming application, a telephone applica-
tion, a video conferencing application, an e-mail application,
an instant messaging application, a workout support applica-
tion, a photo management application, a digital camera appli-
cation, a digital video camera application, a web browsing
application, a digital music player application, and/or a digi-
tal video player application.

The various applications that may be executed on the
device may use at least one common physical user-interface
device, such as the touch-sensitive surface. One or more
functions of the touch-sensitive surface as well as corre-
sponding information displayed on the device may be
adjusted and/or varied from one application to the next and/or
within a respective application. In this way, a common physi-
cal architecture (such as the touch-sensitive surface) of the
device may support the variety of applications with user inter-
faces that are intuitive and transparent to the user.

The user interfaces may include one or more soft keyboard
embodiments. The soft keyboard embodiments may include
standard (QWERTY) and/or non-standard configurations of
symbols on the displayed icons of the keyboard, such as those
described in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/459,606,
“Keyboards For Portable Electronic Devices,” filed Jul. 24,
2006, and Ser. No. 11/459,615, “Touch Screen Keyboards For
Portable Electronic Devices,” filed Jul. 24, 2006, the contents
of' which are hereby incorporated by reference in their entire-
ties. The keyboard embodiments may include a reduced num-
ber of icons (or soft keys) relative to the number of keys in
existing physical keyboards, such as that for a typewriter. This
may make it easier for users to select one or more icons in the
keyboard, and thus, one or more corresponding symbols. The
keyboard embodiments may be adaptive. For example, dis-
played icons may be modified in accordance with user
actions, such as selecting one or more icons and/or one or
more corresponding symbols. One or more applications on
the device may utilize common and/or different keyboard
embodiments. Thus, the keyboard embodiment used may be
tailored to at least some of the applications. In some embodi-
ments, one or more keyboard embodiments may be tailored to
a respective user. For example, one or more keyboard
embodiments may be tailored to a respective user based on a
word usage history (lexicography, slang, individual usage) of
the respective user. Some of the keyboard embodiments may
be adjusted to reduce a probability of a user error when
selecting one or more icons, and thus one or more symbols,
when using the soft keyboard embodiments.
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In some of the embodiments of the systems and methods
described below, “touch-based gestures” (sometimes called
“touch gestures™) include not only gestures, made by one or
more fingers or one or more styluses, that make physical
contact a touch-sensitive screen 112 or other touch-sensitive
surface, but also gestures that occur, in whole or in part,
sufficiently close to touch-sensitive screen 112 or other
touch-sensitive surface that the one or more sensors of touch-
sensitive screen 112 or other touch-sensitive surface are able
to detect those gestures.

FIG.1is ablock diagram illustrating a user interface 104 of
a device 102, according to some embodiments. FIG. 1 illus-
trates the user interface when the device 102 is executing an
application. In this example the user interface 104 includes a
soft keyboard 106 and a text view region 108, both displayed
on a touch-sensitive display of the device 102.

In some embodiments, the device 102 is a portable multi-
function electronic device that includes a touch-sensitive dis-
play (sometimes called a touch screen or touch screen dis-
play) configured to present the user interface 104. In various
embodiments, the device 102 is a consumer electronic device,
mobile telephone, smart phone, video game system, elec-
tronic music player, tablet PC, electronic book reading sys-
tem, e-book, personal digital assistant, navigation device,
electronic organizer, email device, laptop or other computer,
kiosk computer, vending machine, smart appliance, or the
like.

FIG. 2 is block diagram illustrating device 102 according
to some embodiments. Device 102 includes one or more
processing units (CPU’s) 202, one or more network or other
communications interfaces 204, memory 210, and one or
more communication buses 209 for interconnecting these
components. Communication buses 209 may include cir-
cuitry (sometimes called a chipset) that interconnects and
controls communications between system components.
Device 102 also includes a user interface 205 having a display
device 206 (e.g., a touch-sensitive display having a touch-
sensitive surface) and optionally including additional input
devices 208 (e.g., one or more of: keyboard, mouse, trackball,
touchpad having a touch-sensitive surface, keypad having
physical keys or buttons, microphone, etc.). In embodiments
in which the display device 206 is not a touch-sensitive dis-
play, the input devices 208 include a touchpad having touch-
sensitive surface. In some embodiments, device 102 includes
one or more sensors 203, such as one or more accelerometers,
magnetometer, gyroscope, GPS receiver, microphone, one or
more infrared (IR) sensors, one or more biometric sensors,
camera, etc. Any input device 208 herein described as an
input device may equally well be described as a sensor 203,
and vice versa. In some embodiments, signals produced by
the one or more sensors 203 are used as input sources for
detecting events.

Memory 210 includes high-speed random access memory,
such as DRAM, SRAM, DDR RAM or other random access
solid state memory devices; and may include non-volatile
memory, such as one or more magnetic disk storage devices,
optical disk storage devices, flash memory devices, or other
non-volatile solid state storage devices. Memory 210 may
optionally include one or more storage devices remotely
located from the CPU(s) 202. Memory 210, or alternately the
non-volatile memory device(s) within memory 210, com-
prises a computer readable storage medium. In some embodi-
ments, memory 210 stores the following programs, modules
and data structures, or a subset thereof:

operating system 212 that includes procedures for handling

various basic system services and for performing hard-
ware dependent tasks;
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communication module 214 that is used for connecting the
device 102 to other computers via the one or more com-
munication interfaces 204 (wired or wireless) and one or
more communication networks, such as the Internet,
other wide area networks, local area networks, metro-
politan area networks, and so on;
user interface module 216 that receives commands input by
the user via the display 206 (if the display is a touch-
sensitive display), input devices 208, and/or sensor 203,
and generates user interface objects for display by dis-
play device 206;

control application 220 that receives text manipulation
events, queries applications 240 for contextual informa-
tion that provide context to the text manipulation events,
and issue commands to applications 240 based on the
contextual information, as described herein;
one or more applications 240 (e.g., an email application, a
web browser application, a text messaging application,
third party applications, etc.), as described herein; and

event handling system 270 (in the device 102) that may be
implemented in various embodiments within control
application 220 and/or applications 240, as described
herein; in some embodiments, however, some aspects of
event handling system 270 are implemented in control
application 220 while other aspects are implemented in
applications 240; and

device/global internal state 242.

Each of the above identified modules, applications and
systems is stored in one or more of the previously mentioned
memory devices, and corresponds to a set of instructions for
performing a function described above. The set of instruc-
tions are executed by one or more processors (e.g., CPUs
202). The above identified modules or programs (i.e., sets of
instructions) need not be implemented as separate software
programs, procedures or modules, and thus various subsets of
these modules may be combined or otherwise re-arranged in
various embodiments. In some embodiments, memory 210
stores a subset of the modules and data structures identified
above. Furthermore, memory 210 may store additional mod-
ules and data structures not described above.

Although FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a device 102,
FIG. 2 is intended more as functional description of the vari-
ous features which may be present in the device 102 than as a
structural schematic of the embodiments described herein. In
practice, and as recognized by those of ordinary skill in the
art, items shown separately could be combined and some
items could be separated. For example, in some embodi-
ments, the control application 220 is included in the operating
system 212.

When performing a touch-based gesture on the touch-sen-
sitive surface of display device 206 or a touchpad, the user
generates a sequence of events and/or sub-events that are
processed by one or more processing units of the device 102
(e.g., the one or more processors 202 illustrated in FIG. 2). In
some embodiments, the one or more processing units of the
device 102 process the sequence of events and/or sub-events
to recognize events.

FIG. 3A is a block diagram illustrating exemplary compo-
nents of the event handling system 270, according to some
embodiments. In the following discussion of FIGS. 3A and
3B, display device 206 is a touch-sensitive display having a
touch-sensitive surface. However, in other embodiments the
event handling system 270 is used in conjunction with a
device 102 having a non-touch sensitive display and a touch
pad having a touch-sensitive surface. The event handling
system 270 includes event sorter 301, which receives event
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information and determines an application 240-1 and at least
one application view 311 to which to deliver the event infor-
mation.

As shown in FIG. 3A, application 240-1 has an application
internal state 312. As discussed in more detail below, appli-
cation internal state 312 includes contextual information 314
(e.g., text and metadata) needed to provided enhanced key-
board services to application 240-1. Application internal state
312, however, is not directly accessible by control application
220, because the memory location(s) of the application inter-
nal state 312 is(are) not known to control application 220, or
the memory location(s) of the application internal state 312
is(are) not directly accessible by the control application, and/
or because application 240-1 stores information in applica-
tion internal state 240-1 in a manner (e.g., using data struc-
tures, formats, metadata, or the like) unknown to control
application 220.

In some embodiments, event sorter 301 includes an event
monitor 302 and an event dispatcher module 305. Event
monitor 302 receives event information from operating sys-
tem 212. In some embodiments, event information includes
information about a sub-event (e.g., a portion of a touch-
based gesture on touch-sensitive display 206). The operating
system 212 transmits information it receives from the user
interface 205 to event monitor 302. Information that the oper-
ating system 212 receives from the user interface 205
includes event information from the display device 206 (i.e.,
a touch-sensitive display) or touch pad having a touch-sensi-
tive surface).

In some embodiments, event monitor 302 sends requests to
operating system 212 at predetermined intervals. In response,
operating system 212 transmits event information to event
monitor 302. In other embodiments, operating system 212
transmits event information only when there is a significant
event (e.g., receiving an input beyond a predetermined noise
threshold and/or for more than a predetermined duration).

In some embodiments, event sorter 301 also includes a hit
view determination module 303 and/or an active event rec-
ognizer determination module 304. The hit view determina-
tion module 303 includes software procedures for determin-
ing where a sub-event has taken place within one or more
views (e.g., application views 311), when the display device
206 displays more than one view. A spatial aspect of the user
interface associated with an application is a set views, some-
times herein called application views or user interface win-
dows, in which information is displayed and touch-based
gestures occur. The application views (of a respective appli-
cation) in which a touch is detected may correspond to pro-
grammatic levels within a programmatic or view hierarchy of
the application. For example, the lowest level view in which
a touch is detected may be called the hit view, and the set of
events that are recognized as proper inputs may be deter-
mined based, at least in part, on the hit view of the initial touch
that begins a touch-based gesture.

In some embodiments, the hit view determination module
303 receives information related to sub-events of a touch-
based gesture. When an application has multiple views orga-
nized in a hierarchy, the hit view determination module 303
identifies a hit view as the lowest view in the hierarchy which
should handle the sub-event. In most circumstances, the hit
view is the lowest level view in which an initiating sub-event
occurs (i.e., the first sub-event in the sequence of sub-events
that form an event or potential event). Once the hit-view is
identified by the hit view determination module, the identified
hit view typically receives all sub-events related to the same
touch or input source for which it was identified as the hit
view.
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In some embodiments, active event recognizer determina-
tion module 304 determines which view or views within a
view hierarchy should receive a particular sequence of sub-
events. In some circumstances, active event recognizer deter-
mination module 304 determines that only the hit view should
receive a particular sequence of sub-events. In other circum-
stances, active event recognizer determination module 304
determines that all views that include the physical location of
a sub-event are actively involved views, and therefore deter-
mines that all actively involved views should receive a par-
ticular sequence of sub-events. In some embodiments, even
when touch sub-events are entirely confined to the area asso-
ciated with one particular view, views higher in the view
hierarchy continue to be actively involved views.

In some embodiments, event dispatcher module 305 dis-
patches the event information to an event recognizer (e.g.,
event recognizer 320). Inembodiments including active event
recognizer determination module 304, event dispatcher mod-
ule 305 delivers the event information to an event recognizer
determined by active event recognizer determination module
304. In some embodiments, event dispatcher module 305
stores event information, which is retrieved by a respective
event receiver module 331, in an event queue.

In some embodiments, operating system 212 includes
event sorter 301, while in some other embodiments applica-
tion 240-1 includes event sorter 301. In yet other embodi-
ments, event sorter 301 is a stand-alone module, or a part of
another module stored in memory 210.

In some embodiments, application 240-1 includes one or
more application views 311, each of which includes instruc-
tions for handling touch events that occur with a respective
view of the application’s user interface. Each application
view 311 of the application 240-1 includes one or more event
recognizers 320 and one or more event handlers 322. Typi-
cally, a respective application view 311 includes a plurality of
event recognizers 320 and a plurality of event handlers 322. In
other embodiments, one or more of the event recognizers 320
are part of a separate module, such as a user interface kit (not
shown) or a higher level object from which application 240-1
inherits methods and other properties. In some embodiments,
arespective application view 311 also includes event data 321
received from event sorter 301.

A respective event recognizer 320 receives event informa-
tion (e.g., event data 321) from the event sorter 301 and
identifies an event from the event information. Event recog-
nizer 320 includes event receiver 331 and event comparator
332. In some embodiments, event recognizer 320 also
includes at least a subset of: metadata 335, event delivery
instructions 336, and sub-event delivery instructions 337.

Event receiver 331 receives event information from event
sorter 301. The event information includes information about
a sub-event, for example, a touch or a movement. Depending
on the sub-event, the event information also includes addi-
tional information, such as a location (e.g., a physical loca-
tion) of the sub-event. When the sub-event concerns motion
of'a touch, the event information may also include speed and
direction ofthe sub-event. In some embodiments, a respective
event includes rotation of the device from one orientation to
another (e.g., from a portrait orientation to a landscape ori-
entation, or vice versa), and the event information includes
corresponding information about the current orientation (also
called device attitude) of the device.

Event comparator 332 compares the event information to
predefined event or sub-event definitions and, based on the
comparison, determines an event or sub-event, or determines
orupdates the state of an event or sub-event. In some embodi-
ments, event comparator 332 includes event definitions 333.
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Event definitions 333 contain definitions of events (e.g., pre-
defined sequences of sub-events), for example, event 1 (334-
1), event 2 (334-2), and others. In some embodiments, sub-
events in an event 334 include, for example, touch begin,
touch end, touch movement, touch cancellation, and multiple
touching. In one example, the definition for event 1 (337-1) is
a double tap on a displayed object. The double tap, for
example, comprises a first touch (touch begin) on the dis-
played object for a predetermined phase, a first lift-off (touch
end) for a predetermined phase, a second touch (touch begin)
on the displayed object for a predetermined phase, and a
second lift-off (touch end) for a predetermined phase. In
another example, the definition for event 2 (334-2) is a drag-
ging on a displayed object. The dragging, for example, com-
prises a touch (or contact) on the displayed object for a pre-
determined phase, a movement of the touch across the display
device 206, and lift-off of the touch (touch end). In some
embodiments, the event also includes information for the
event’s associated event handlers 322.

In some embodiments, event definitions 333 includes a
definition of an event for a respective user-interface object. In
some embodiments, event comparator 332 performs a hit test
to determine which user-interface object is associated with a
sub-event. For example, in an application view in which three
user-interface objects are displayed on a touch-sensitive dis-
play such as the display device 206, when a touch is detected
on the display device 206, the event comparator 332 performs
ahit test to determine which of the three user-interface objects
is associated with the touch (sub-event). If each displayed
object is associated with a respective event handler 322, the
event comparator uses the result of the hit test to determine
which event handler 322 should be activated. For example,
event comparator 332 selects an event handler associated with
the sub-event and the object triggering the hit test.

In some embodiments, the definition for a respective event
334 also includes delayed actions that delays delivery of the
event information until after it has been determined whether
the sequence of sub-events does or does not correspond to the
event recognizer’s event type.

When a respective event recognizer 320 determines that the
series of sub-events do not match any of the events in the event
definitions 333, the event recognizer 320 enters an event
impossible or event cancel state, after which is disregards
subsequent sub-events of the touch-based gesture. In this
situation, other event recognizers, if any, that remain active
for the hit view continue to track and process sub-events of an
ongoing touch-based gesture.

In some embodiments, a respective event recognizer 320
includes metadata 335 with configurable properties, flags,
and/or lists that indicate how the event delivery system should
perform sub-event delivery to actively involved event recog-
nizers. In some embodiments, metadata 335 includes config-
urable properties, flags, and/or lists that indicate how event
recognizers may interact with one another. In some embodi-
ments, metadata 335 includes configurable properties, flags,
and/or lists that indicate whether sub-events are delivered to
varying levels in the view or programmatic hierarchy.

In some embodiments, a respective event recognizer 320
activates event handler 322 associated with an event when one
or more particular sub-events of an event are recognized. In
some embodiments, a respective event recognizer 320 deliv-
ers event information associated with the event to event han-
dler 322. Activating an event handler 322 is distinct from
sending (and deferred sending) sub-events to a respective hit
view. In some embodiments, event recognizer 320 throws a



US 9,223,590 B2

11

flag associated with the recognized event, and event handler
322 associated with the flag catches the flag and performs a
predefined process.

In some embodiments, event delivery instructions 336
include sub-event delivery instructions 337 that deliver event
information about a sub-event without activating an event
handler. Instead, the sub-event delivery instructions deliver
event information to event handlers associated with the series
of sub-events or to actively involved views. Event handlers
associated with the series of sub-events or with actively
involved views receive the event information and perform a
predetermined process.

FIG. 3B is a block diagram illustrating a respective event
handler 322-1, according to some embodiments. Event han-
dler 322-1 includes a control application event handler 340
and an application event handler 350. In some embodiments,
control application event handler 340 is included in control
application 220 and application event handler 350 is included
in arespective application 240 (e.g., athird party application).
Stated another way, event handler 322-1 is implemented par-
tially in control application 220 and partially in application
240. Furthermore, while application event handler 350 uti-
lizes and updates application internal state 312 of application
240, control application event handler 340 utilizes and
updates retained contextual information 344, which is typi-
cally a subset of contextual information 314 in application
internal state 312.

In some embodiments, control application event handler
340 includes a query module 341, a command module 342,
and a listener module 343. The modules of control application
event handler 340 form an application programming interface
(API) for providing enhanced keyboard services to applica-
tions 240 executed by device 102.

Control application 220 stores retained contextual infor-
mation 344 that has been obtained from or for application
240. It is noted that the retained contextual information 344
includes both contextual information obtained from applica-
tion 240 as well as contextual information updates corre-
sponding to commands issued by command module 342 (ofa
respective control application event handler 340) to applica-
tion 240. If two or more applications 240 are currently active,
control application 220 separately retains contextual infor-
mation 344 for each currently active application 240.

Query module 341 queries the application 240 for contex-
tual information relevant to a text manipulation event (e.g.,
adding text, deleting text, editing text, selecting text, dese-
lecting text, etc.). For example, if the user of the device 102
entered text, the contextual information may include a range
oftext including the entered text (e.g., one or more characters,
one or more words, one or more sentences, one or more
paragraphs, one or more lines of text, one or more sections of
a document, etc.). In some embodiments, queries from the
query module 341 are received and processed by a responder
module 351 of application event handler 350, as discussed
below. Information obtained by query module 341 is used by
the control application 220 to update the contextual informa-
tion 344 retained by the control application for application
240. The retained contextual information 344 typically
includes one or more characters, words, sentences, lines of
text, or sections of a document preceding the location asso-
ciated with a current text manipulation event.

The retained contextual information 344 is used by event
handler 322 to provide enhanced keyboard services, such as
one or more of: spelling correction; autocompletion of
incomplete words; grammar checking; adjusting the hit zone
of'one or more keys in a soft keyboard based on the context of
the current text entry (or cursor) location, so as to enlarge the
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hit zone of one or more keys representing letters or symbols
having a statistically high likelihood of being the next key to
be selected by the user and/or decreasing the size of the hit
zone of one or more keys representing letters or symbols
having a statistically high likelihood of being the next key to
be selected by the user; and the like.

The command module 342 issues commands to application
240 based on the text manipulation event and the obtained/
retained contextual information 344. For example, command
module 342 may instruct application 240 to replace a poten-
tially misspelled word with a correct spelling of the poten-
tially misspelled word. In some embodiments, commands
issued by command module 342 are received and processed
by command execution module 352 of application event han-
dler 350, as discussed below.

Listener module 343 listens to notifications by application
240 (e.g., notifications issued via notification module 353 of
application 240) that contextual information 344 retained by
control application 220 for application 240 can no longer be
relied upon by control application 220.

In some embodiments, application event handler 350
includes responder module 351, command execution module
352, and notification module 353. Responder module 351
responds to queries by control application 220 (e.g., queries
from query module 341 of control application 220) for con-
textual information that provides context to a text manipula-
tion event. Responder module 351 obtains the requested con-
textual information from the contextual information 314
stored by application 240 in application internal state 312.
Command execution module 352 executes commands issued
by control application 220 (e.g., issued by command module
342 of control application 220). Execution of those com-
mands updates the contextual information 314 (e.g., text and/
or metadata for text) stored by application 240 in application
internal state 312. Notification module 353 notifies control
application 220 that retained contextual information 344 for
application 240 can no longer be relied upon by control appli-
cation 220.

In some situations, the command execution module can
ignore a command issued by control application 220. For
example, in some embodiments command execution module
352 ignores a command issued by control application 220
when command execution module 352 and/or application
240 determines that the command is contrary to a predefined
policy, fails to meet predefined criteria, or implements a fea-
ture not supported by application 240. In such situations,
application 240 will typically invoke notification module 353
to notify control application 220 that retained contextual
information 344 for application 240 can no longer be relied
upon by control application 220.

The foregoing discussion regarding event handling for
touch-based gestures on touch-sensitive displays also applies
to other forms of user inputs from various input devices,
which may be utilized as inputs corresponding to sub-events
which define an event to be recognized. In some embodi-
ments, such user inputs include one or more of: mouse move-
ments; mouse button presses, with or without single or mul-
tiple keyboard presses or holds; user movements, taps, drags,
scrolls, etc., on a touch pad; pen stylus inputs; movement or
rotation of the device; oral instructions; detected eye move-
ments; biometric inputs; and/or any combination thereof.

FIG. 4 presents one particular implementation of device
102, according to some embodiments. It is noted that FIG. 4
is the same as FIG. 2 except with respect to control applica-
tion 220, application 240 and event handling 270. Aspects of
FIG. 4 that are the same as FIG. 2 are already described above,
and thus not repeated here.
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Control application 220 includes event recognizers 320,
and control application event handlers 340. Each control
application event handler 340 includes a query module 341
(e.g., the query module 341 in FIG. 3B) that queries a respec-
tive application 240 for contextual information 314 that pro-
vides context to text manipulation events; a command module
342 (e.g., the command module 342 in FIG. 3B) that issues
commands 426 to the application 240; and a listener module
343 (e.g., the listener module 343 in FIG. 3B) that listens for
notifications from a notification module 353 of application
240, as described herein. As noted above, and shown in FIG.
4, control application event handler 340 utilizes and updates
retained contextual information 344, which is typically a
subset of contextual information 314 in application internal
state 312 of application 240.

Application 240 (e.g., an email application, a web browser
application, a text messaging application, or a third party
application) has an application internal state 312, which
includes contextual information 314. As noted above, contex-
tual information 314 is typically text and metadata (color,
font, size, selection status, etc.) concerning the text, but may
include other information as well. Application 240 also
includes a plurality of application event handler 350, one of
which is shown in FIG. 4. Application event handler 350
includes responder module 351 that responds to queries by
the query module 341, command execution module 352 that
executes commands 447 issued by the control application
220, and notification module 353 that notifies control appli-
cation 220 when contextual information previously provided
to control application 220 can no longer be relied upon, as
described above with reference to FIG. 3B.

Memory 210 of device 102 also stores language data 460
for one or more languages. Language data 460 provides infor-
mation used to provide the aforementioned enhanced key-
board services. In some embodiments, language data 460
includes data structures that represent valid words 461, char-
acters 462, and/or phrases 463 for the one or more languages.

Each of the above identified systems, modules and appli-
cations is stored in one or more of the previously mentioned
memory devices of device 102, and corresponds to a set of
instructions for performing a function described above. The
set of instructions can be executed by one or more processors
(e.g., CPUs 202). The above identified modules or programs
(i.e., sets of instructions) need not be implemented as separate
software programs, procedures or modules, and thus various
subsets of these modules may be combined or otherwise
re-arranged in various embodiments. In some embodiments,
memory 210 may store a subset of the modules and data
structures identified above. Furthermore, memory 210 may
store additional modules and data structures not described
above.

Although FIG. 4 shows a “device,” FIG. 4 is intended more
as functional description of the various features which may be
present in a device than as a structural schematic of the
embodiments described herein. In practice, and as recognized
by those of ordinary skill in the art, items shown separately
could be combined and some items could be separated.

As discussed above, control application 220 of device 102
provides the functionality of a system keyboard with
enhanced keyboard services to third-party applications
executing on device 102. FIGS. 5A, 5B and 5C are block
diagrams 500, 510, and 520, respectively, illustrating an
exemplary sequence of events between control application
502 of a device (e.g., the device 102) and an application 504
(e.g., a third-party application) also executed by of the device
s0 as to provide enhanced keyboard services to the applica-
tion 504, according to some embodiments. In FIG. 5A, the
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control application 502 receives an indication of a text
manipulation event 506. In FIG. 5B, the control application
502 queries 512 the application 504 for contextual informa-
tion that provides context for the text manipulation event 506.
The application 504 responds to the query 512 by providing
contextual information 514 to the control application 502. In
FIG. 5C, the control application 502 issues commands 522 to
the application 504 based on the contextual information 514
(and/or based on other retained contextual information 344
obtained in response to prior text manipulation events) and
the text manipulation event 506. For example, commands
522, when executed by application 504, may instruct appli-
cation 504 to replace one or more characters of in the user
interface of the application 504.

The queries, contextual information, and commands
described in FIGS. 5A to 5C allow a third-party application to
not only receive keystrokes from a keyboard, but to also
received enhanced keyboard services even though the internal
state (242, F1G. 4) of the third-party application is not directly
accessible to the operating system or control application of
the device.

The events illustrated in FIGS. 5A to 5C are described in
more detail with respect to FIGS. 6 to 10 below.

FIG. 61s aflowchart of amethod 600 for issuing commands
to an application based on contextual information, according
to some embodiments. A control application (e.g., control
application 220 or 502) receives (602) an indication that a text
manipulation event has occurred in a user interface of a sec-
ond application (e.g., a third-party application such as appli-
cation 240 or 504). For example, the control application may
be notified by an event handler that a text manipulation event
occurred within a particular application view, or set of appli-
cation views, of the second application. In some embodi-
ments, the control application receives the text manipulation
event prior to the second application. For example, the control
application may receive event information for the text
manipulation event (e.g., the characters inserted, deleted,
selected, etc.) directly from an event handler prior to that
information being provided to the second application. In
some embodiments, the text manipulation event is selected
from the group consisting of an insertion of one or more
characters, a deletion one or more characters, a selection of
one or more characters, and a deselection of one or more
characters.

Next, the control application queries (604) the second
application to obtain contextual information established by
the second application prior to the event, wherein the contex-
tual information provides context to the text manipulation
event that occurred in the user interface of the second appli-
cation. In some embodiments, the contextual information
relating to the text manipulation event includes a logical
location and a predetermined unit of text relating to the text
manipulation event. In some embodiments, the logical loca-
tion of the text manipulation event is selected from the group
consisting of a point between two characters in the user inter-
face of the second application and a range including one or
more characters that is selected in the user interface of the
second application. In some embodiments, the predetermined
unit of text is selected from the group consisting of a charac-
ter, a word, a sentence, a paragraph, a line of text, a section of
a document, and a document.

In some embodiments, a respective query from the control
application requesting the contextual information of the text
manipulation event includes a physical location of the text
manipulation event in the user interface of the second appli-
cation, and the logical location of the text manipulation event
corresponding to the physical location. In general, a physical
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location may include a set of coordinates relative to a coor-
dinate system for a display device. For example, the coordi-
nate system may be defined relative to a display area of the
display device. Alternatively, the coordinate system may be
defined relative to an input area of the display device (e.g., for
a touch screen or a touch-sensitive display device).

In some embodiments, operation 604 is performed only
when the control application does not already have sufficient
contextual information to determine the one or more com-
mands to be sent to the second application. In particular,
while processing prior text manipulation events, the control
application obtains and retains contextual information for the
second application. Therefore, contextual information for the
second application may already be known (i.e., retained) by
the control application prior to the text manipulation event. If
the information received for the current text manipulation
event is at a location (in the user interface of the second
application) for which the control application already has
contextual information (i.e., sufficient contextual information
to provide enhanced keyboard services), and the second
application has not sent a command to the control application
invalidating the retained contextual information, the control
application skips operation 604. Thus, in these embodiments
operation 604 is a conditional operation.

Attention is now directed to FIG. 7, which is a flowchart of
a method 700 for determining, by the second application,
contextual information that provides context to a text manipu-
lation event, according to some embodiments. In response to
the querying by the control application, the second applica-
tion determines (702) contextual information providing con-
text to the text manipulation event. In some embodiments, the
second application determines (702) the contextual informa-
tion providing context to the text manipulation event by deter-
mining (704) a text direction associated with a logical loca-
tion of the text manipulation event and determining (706)
boundaries of a predetermined text unit that includes the text
associated with the logical location of the text manipulation
event based on the text direction. The contextual information
depends on a direction of the text and the boundaries of the
predetermined text unit. For example, English is written from
the left to the right of a page and then from the top of the page
to the bottom of'the page. In contrast, Chinese is written from
the top of the page to the bottom the page and then from right
of'the page to the left of the page. In the case of English, when
the text manipulation event is the insertion of a sequence of
characters, the contextual information may include charac-
ters to the left and above the last character inserted (i.e., the
preceding characters entered). In the case of Chinese, when
the text manipulation event is the insertion of a sequence of
characters, the contextual information may include charac-
ters above and to the right of the last character inserted (i.e.,
the preceding characters entered). The second application
then responds (708) to the querying by the control application
by providing the contextual information providing context to
the text manipulation event that occurred in the user interface
of the second application.

Returning to FIG. 6, the control application then deter-
mines (606) the one or more commands based on the contex-
tual information providing context to the text manipulation
event.

In some embodiments, the text manipulation and the con-
textual information indicate that a user is entering one or more
characters that form a single character. For example, when
entering characters in some Asian languages, multiple char-
acters (or strokes) are required to build up a single character.
These embodiments are described with respect to FIG. 8,
which is a flowchart of a method for determining (606) com-
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mands sent to an application when the contextual information
and text manipulation event indicate that a sequence of char-
acters represent a single character, according to some
embodiments. The control application determines (802) that
the contextual information and text manipulation event indi-
cate a sequence of characters that represent a single character.
Next, the control application determines (804) one or more
candidate single characters from a plurality of possible single
characters based on the contextual information and text
manipulation event. The candidate single characters may be
selected so as to be not only consistent with the text manipu-
lation event, but also to be consistent with the contextual
information. Optionally, statistical information concerning
historical usage of character sequences (by a community of
users, or by the user of the device, or both) that include the
contextual information may be used to select either a pre-
defined number or context dependent number of candidate
characters. Optionally, any of a variety of auto-completion
methodologies may be used to identify the candidate single
characters. The control application then generates (806) one
or more commands for instructing the second application to
display, for user selection, the one or more candidate single
characters.

In some embodiments, the text manipulation event and the
contextual information indicate that a word is potentially
misspelled. For example, a user may enter a sequence of
characters (e.g., the text manipulation event) that forms a
word that is potentially misspelled. These embodiments are
described with respect to FIG. 9, which is a flowchart of a
method for determining (606) commands sent to an applica-
tion when the contextual information and text manipulation
event indicate that a sequence of characters represent a poten-
tially misspelled word, according to some embodiments. The
control application determines (902) that the contextual
information and text manipulation event indicate a sequence
of characters that represent a potentially misspelled word.
Note that a potentially misspelled word may be a word that is
not in a dictionary for a respective language or that may be
included in a database of historically misspelled words. Next,
the control application determines (904) one or more candi-
date words from a plurality of possible words that represent a
correct spelling of the potentially misspelled word. The con-
trol application then generates (906) one or more commands
for instructing the second application to display, for user
selection, the one or more candidate words.

In some embodiments, the text manipulation event and the
contextual information indicate a user is entering characters
that represent a portion of a word. For example, the user may
have typed the characters “a”, “u”, “t”, “0”, and “m” repre-
senting a portion of the word (e.g., “automatic”, “automo-
bile”, etc.). The control application may attempt to predict
one or more words (sometimes called candidate words) that
the user intends to type. These embodiments are described
with respect to FIG. 10, which is a flowchart of a method for
determining (606) commands sent to an application when the
contextual information and text manipulation event indicate
that a sequence of characters represent a portion of a word,
according to some embodiments. The control application
determines (1002) that the contextual information and text
manipulation event indicate a sequence of characters that
represent a portion of a word. Next, the control application
determines (1004) one or more candidate words in accor-
dance with the portion of the word. For example, the candi-
date words are typically selected from a set of complete words
that include the portion of the word. The control application
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then generates (1006) one or more commands for instructing
the second application to display, for user selection, the one or
more candidate words.

Returning to FIG. 6, after the one or more commands have
been determined based on the contextual information that
provides context to the text manipulation event (606), the
control application issues (608) the one or more commands to
the second application. In response to the issuing of the one or
more commands by the control application, the second appli-
cation typically executes the one or more commands issued
by the control application. However, in some situations, the
second application need not execute the command or com-
mands issued by the control application, or may execute some
but not all of the commands issued by the control application.

In some embodiments, the contextual information for the
second application that has been obtained by the control
application may no longer be relied upon by the control
application. For example, the second application may have
modified text independent of user input (e.g., regardless of
whether a text manipulation event has occurred or not). Thus,
in some embodiments, the second application notifies the
control application that contextual information retained by
the control application for the second application can no
longer be relied upon by the control application. Similarly, the
second application may modify a selection of text indepen-
dent of user input. Thus, in some embodiments, the second
application notifies the control application that a selection of
text in the second application has changed. In addition, if the
second application does not execute one or more commands
issued by the control application, which would typically ren-
der the contextual information retained by the control infor-
mation invalid, the second application notifies the control
application that contextual information retained by the con-
trol application can no longer be relied upon by the control
application.

In some embodiments, the methods and systems described
above for responding to and processing text manipulation
events in the user interface of an application are applied to
content manipulation events, which manipulate content (e.g.,
text, images, objects, etc.) in the user interface of an applica-
tion, while providing enhanced content services (including,
for example, one or more of the aforementioned enhanced
keyboard services) to the application. Content manipulation
events are a superset of text manipulation events.

The methods illustrated in FIGS. 6-10 may be governed by
instructions that are stored in a computer readable storage
medium and that are executed by one or more processors of a
respective multifunction device. Each of the operations
shown in FIGS. 6-10 may correspond to instructions stored in
a computer memory or computer readable storage medium.
The computer readable storage medium may include a mag-
netic or optical disk storage device, solid state storage devices
such as Flash memory, or other non-volatile memory device
or devices. The computer readable instructions stored on the
computer readable storage medium are in source code,
assembly language code, object code, or other instruction
format that is interpreted and/or executable by the device’s
one or more processors.

The foregoing description, for purpose of explanation, has
been described with reference to specific embodiments. How-
ever, the illustrative discussions above are not intended to be
exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise forms dis-
closed. Many modifications and variations are possible in
view of the above teachings. The embodiments were chosen
and described in order to best explain the principles of the
invention and its practical applications, to thereby enable
others skilled in the art to best utilize the invention and vari-
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ous embodiments with various modifications as are suited to
the particular use contemplated.

What is claimed is:

1. A system, comprising:

one or more processors;

memory; and

a control application stored in the memory, the control

application comprising instructions to:

retain contextual information for a second application;

receive a notification from the second application that the

retained contextual information is outdated;
receive an indication that a text manipulation event has
occurred based on a keyboard input that modifies text in
a user interface of the second application, wherein the
keyboard input is generated based on input with a key-
board that includes keys with corresponding hit zones;

send a query to the second application to obtain updated
contextual information established by the second appli-
cation prior to the event, wherein the updated contextual
information is based on internal state information for the
second application that is not directly accessible by the
control application, and the updated contextual informa-
tion provides context to the text manipulation event that
occurred at the location in the user interface of the sec-
ond application;

receive the updated contextual information from the sec-

ond application; and
adjust a size of the hit zone of one or more keys on the
keyboard based on the updated contextual information
providing context to the text manipulation event; and

wherein the one or more commands cause the second
application to execute the one or more commands issued
by the control application.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the contextual informa-
tion relating to the text manipulation event includes a logical
location and a predetermined unit of text relating to the text
manipulation event.

3.The system of claim 2, wherein the predetermined unit of
text is selected from the group consisting of: a character, a
word, a sentence, a paragraph, a line of text, a section of a
document, and a document.

4. The system of claim 2, wherein the logical location of the
text manipulation event is selected from the group consisting
of:

a point between two characters in the user interface of the

second application; and

a range including one or more characters that is selected in

the user interface of the second application.

5. The system of claim 4, wherein a respective query from
the control application requesting the contextual information
of' the text manipulation event includes a physical location of
the text manipulation event in the user interface of the second
application, and the logical location of the text manipulation
event corresponds to the physical location.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the text manipulation
event is selected from the group consisting of:

an insertion of one or more characters;

a deletion one or more characters;

a selection of one or more characters; and

a deselection of one or more characters.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the control application
includes instructions to determine the one or more com-
mands, based on the contextual information providing con-
text to the text manipulation event, prior to issuing the one or
more commands to the second application.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the instructions to deter-
mine the one or more commands include instructions to:
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determine that the contextual information and text manipu-
lation event indicate a sequence of characters that rep-
resent a single character;

determine one or more single characters from a plurality of

possible single characters based on the contextual infor-
mation and text manipulation event; and

generate one or more commands for instructing the second

application to display, for user selection, the one or more
single characters from the plurality of possible single
characters.

9. The system of claim 7, wherein the instructions to deter-
mine the one or more commands include instructions to:

determine that the contextual information and text manipu-

lation event indicate a sequence of characters that rep-
resent a potentially misspelled word;

determine one or more words from a plurality of possible

words that represent a correct spelling of the potentially
misspelled word; and

generate one or more commands for instructing the second

application to display, for user selection, the one or more
words from the plurality of possible words.

10. The system of claim 7, wherein the instructions to
determine the one or more commands include instructions to:

determine that the contextual information and text manipu-

lation event indicate a sequence of characters that rep-
resent a portion of a word;

determine one or more candidate words in accordance with

the portion of the word; and

generate one or more commands for instructing the second

application to display, for user selection, the one or more
candidate words.

11. The system of claim 1, wherein the second application
includes instructions to determine the contextual information
providing context to the text manipulation event.

12. The system of claim 11, wherein the instructions to
determine the contextual information providing context to the
text manipulation event include instructions to:

determine a text direction associated with a logical location

of the text manipulation event; and

determine boundaries of a predetermined text unit that

includes the text associated with the logical location of
the text manipulation event based on the text direction.

13. The system of claim 1, wherein the control application
includes instructions to receive the text manipulation event in
the user interface of the second application.

14. The system of claim 1, wherein the second application
includes instructions to notify the control application that
contextual information obtained by the control application
from the second application can no longer be relied upon by
the control application.

15. The system of claim 1, wherein the second application
includes instructions to notify the control application that a
selection of text in the second application has changed.

16. The system of claim 1, wherein the control application
provides enhanced keyboard services to the second applica-
tion based on the internal state information.

17. The system of claim 16, wherein the enhanced key-
board services comprise one or more services selected from
the group consisting of: spelling correction, autocompletion,
grammar correction, and adjusting a hit zone of one or more
soft keyboard keys.

18. The system of claim 1, wherein the contextual infor-
mation that is not directly accessible to the control application
comprises text position information for text adjacent to the
location.

19. The system of claim 1, wherein the internal state infor-
mation is not directly accessible to the control application if
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one or more memory locations of the application internal
state information are not known to the control application.

20. The system of claim 1, wherein the internal state infor-
mation is not directly accessible to the control application if
the second application stores the internal state information in
a manner unknown to the control application.

21. The system of claim 1, wherein the control application
further comprises instructions to, prior to querying the second
application to obtain contextual information:

determine whether the control application has sufficient

contextual information for providing an enhanced key-
board function to the second application; and

wherein the querying is in accordance with a determination

that the control application does not have sufficient con-
textual information for providing the enhanced key-
board function to the second application.

22. The system of claim 1, wherein the control application
further comprises instructions to:

determine the type of text manipulation event that has

occurred at the location; and

wherein the one or more commands issued to the second

application are based on the contextual information and
the type of text manipulation event.

23. The system of claim 1, wherein the control application
further comprises instructions to store a usage history for a
user for providing the enhanced keyboard services.

24. The system of claim 1, wherein the control application
provides an application programming interface (API) to
enable enhanced keyboard services on the second applica-
tion.

25. The system of claim 1, wherein the second application
is a third party application executing on the device and the
control application is a first party application executing on the
device.

26. The system of claim 1, wherein the control application
further comprises instructions to retain contextual informa-
tion for a plurality of additional secondary applications.

27. A computer-implemented method, comprising:

ata computer system including one or more processors and

memory storing one or more programs including a con-
trol application and a second application, the one or
more processors executing the one or more programs to
perform the operations of:

retaining contextual information for a second application;

receiving a notification from the second application that the

retained contextual information is outdated;
receiving, by the control application, an indication that a
text manipulation event has occurred based on a key-
board input that modifies text in a user interface of the
second application, wherein the keyboard input is gen-
erated based on input with a keyboard that includes keys
with corresponding hit zones;
sending, by the control application, a query to the second
application to obtain updated contextual information
established by the second application prior to the event,
wherein the updated contextual information is based on
internal state information for the second application that
is not directly accessible by the control application, and
the updated contextual information provides context to
the text manipulation event that occurred at the location
in the user interface of the second application;

receiving the updated contextual information from the sec-
ond application; and

adjusting a size of the hit zone of one or more keys on the

keyboard based on the updated contextual information
providing context to the text manipulation event.
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28. The method of claim 27, wherein in response to the
querying by the control application, the method further com-
prises:

receiving a response from the second application providing

the contextual information providing context to the text
manipulation event that occurred in the user interface of
the second application.

29. The method of claim 27, wherein the contextual infor-
mation providing context to the text manipulation event com-
prises information about a text direction associated with a
logical location of the text manipulation event and one or
more boundaries of a predetermined text unit that includes the
text associated with the logical location of the text manipu-
lation event based on the text direction.

30. The method of claim 27, wherein the contextual infor-
mation relating to the text manipulation event includes a
logical location and a predetermined unit of text relating to
the text manipulation event.

31. The method of claim 30, wherein the predetermined
unit of text is selected from the group consisting of: a char-
acter, a word, a sentence, a paragraph, a line of text, a section
of a document, and a document.

32. The method of claim 30, wherein the logical location of
the text manipulation event is selected from the group con-
sisting of

a point between two characters in the user interface of the

second application; and

a range including one or more characters that is selected in

the user interface of the second application.

33. The method of claim 32, wherein a respective query
from the control application requesting the contextual infor-
mation of the text manipulation event includes a physical
location of the text manipulation event in the user interface of
the second application, and the logical location of the text
manipulation event corresponding to the physical location.

34. The method of claim 27, wherein the text manipulation
event is selected from the group consisting of:

an insertion of one or more characters;

a deletion one or more characters;

a selection of one or more characters; and

a deselection of one or more characters.

35. The method of claim 27, including determining, by the
control application, the one or more commands, based on the
contextual information providing context to the text manipu-
lation event, prior to issuing the one or more commands to the
second application.

36. The method of claim 35, further comprising:

determining that the contextual information and text

manipulation event indicate a sequence of characters
that represent a single character;
determining one or more single characters from a plurality
of possible single characters based on the contextual
information and text manipulation event; and

generating one or more commands for instructing the sec-
ond application to display, for user selection, the one or
more single characters from the plurality of possible
single characters.
37. The method of claim 35, further comprising:
determining that the contextual information and text
manipulation event indicate a sequence of characters
that represent a potentially misspelled word;

determining one or more words from a plurality of possible
words that represent a correct spelling of the potentially
misspelled word; and

generating one or more commands for instructing the sec-

ond application to display, for user selection, the one or
more words from the plurality of possible words.
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38. The method of claim 35, further comprising:

determining that the contextual information and text

manipulation event indicate a sequence of characters
that represent a portion of a word;

determining one or more words from a plurality of candi-

date words, each comprising a complete words that
incorporates the portion of the word; and

generating one or more commands for instructing the sec-

ond application to display, for user selection, the one or
more candidate words.

39. The method of claim 27, including receiving, by the
control application, the text manipulation event in the user
interface of the second application.

40. The method of claim 27, further comprising receiving,
from the second application, notification at the control appli-
cation that contextual information obtained by the control
application from the second application can no longer be
relied upon by the control application.

41. The method of claim 27, further comprising receiving,
from the second application, notification at the control appli-
cation that a selection of text in the second application has
changed.

42. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
storing one or more programs configured for execution by a
computer, the one or more programs comprising:

a control application stored in the memory, the control

application comprising instructions to:

retain contextual information for a second application;

receive a notification from the second application that the

retained contextual information is outdated;
receive an indication that a text manipulation event has
occurred based on a keyboard input that modifies text in
a user interface of the second application, wherein the
keyboard input is generated based on input with a key-
board that includes keys with corresponding hit zones;

send a query to the second application to obtain updated
contextual information established by the second appli-
cation prior to the event, wherein the updated contextual
information is based on internal state information for the
second application that is not directly accessible by the
control application, and the updated contextual informa-
tion provides context to the text manipulation event that
occurred at the location in the user interface of the sec-
ond application;

receive the updated contextual information from the sec-

ond application; and
adjust a size of the hit zone of one or more keys on the
keyboard based on the updated contextual information
providing context to the text manipulation event; and

wherein the one or more commands cause the second
application to execute the one or more commands issued
by the control application.

43. A computer-implemented method, comprising:

ata computer system including one or more processors and

memory storing one or more programs including a con-

trol application and a second application, the one or

more processors executing the one or more programs to

perform the operations of:

retaining contextual information for a second applica-
tion;

receiving a notification from the second application that
the retained contextual information is outdated;

receiving, by the control application, an indication that a
text manipulation event has occurred based on a key-
board input that modifies text in a user interface of the
second application, wherein the keyboard input is
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generated based on input with a keyboard that
includes keys with corresponding hit zones;

sending, by the control application, a query to the second
application to obtain updated contextual information
established by the second application prior to the
event, wherein the updated contextual information is
based on internal state information for the second
application that is not directly accessible by the con-
trol application, and the updated contextual informa-
tion provides context to the text manipulation event
that occurred at the location in the user interface of the
second application;

receiving the updated contextual information from the
second application;

determining, by the control application, one or more
commands based on the updated contextual informa-
tion providing context to the text manipulation event;
and

adjusting a size of the hit zone of one or more keys onthe
keyboard based on the updated contextual informa-
tion providing context to the text manipulation event.

44. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 42, wherein the contextual information relating to
the text manipulation event includes a logical location and a
predetermined unit of text relating to the text manipulation
event.

45. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 44, wherein the predetermined unit of text is selected
from the group consisting of: a character, a word, a sentence,
a paragraph, a line of text, a section of a document, and a
document.

46. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 44, wherein the logical location of the text manipu-
lation event is selected from the group consisting of:

a point between two characters in the user interface of the

second application; and
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a range including one or more characters that is selected in

the user interface of the second application.

47. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 42, wherein the text manipulation event is selected
from the group consisting of:

an insertion of one or more characters;

a deletion one or more characters;

a selection of one or more characters; and

a deselection of one or more characters.

48. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 42, wherein the control application includes instruc-
tions to determine the one or more commands, based on the
contextual information providing context to the text manipu-
lation event, prior to issuing the one or more commands to the
second application.

49. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 42, wherein the second application includes instruc-
tions to determine the contextual information providing con-
text to the text manipulation event.

50. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 42, wherein the control application includes instruc-
tions to receive the text manipulation event in the user inter-
face of the second application.

51. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 42, wherein the second application includes instruc-
tions to notify the control application that contextual infor-
mation obtained by the control application from the second
application can no longer be relied upon by the control appli-
cation.

52. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 42, wherein the second application includes instruc-
tions to notify the control application that a selection of text in
the second application has changed.
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